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SC SCO involvement in Drought Monitoring 
prior to 2019

South Carolina Drought Response 
Committee (DRC)
• SC SCO is the lead entity for the DRC 

(est. 2000)
• The DRC: 

1. Main focus is to protect water 
resources for municipal use.

2. Is comprised of local representatives 
and state agencies make county-level 
designations
• Local agencies mainly comprised of 

public water suppliers
3. Meets when needed

United States Drought Monitor 
(USDM)
• Limited involvement
• Was involved when needed 



SC SCO involvement in USDM in 2019

Spring 
2019

Fall 
2019

In May and June 
2019 – SC SCO 

involvement with 
USDM 

July 2019 – Creation 
of outreach materials 
with SC Dept. of Ag. 

(SCDA)

SC SCO and SCDA 
participate in USDM 

Forum Sept. 2019

Oct. 2019
Flash Drought



2019 Flash Drought Data 



2019 Flash Drought Impact Reporting
Using Impact Reporting 
• CoCoRaHS Reports

• Generally, not ag focused

• NASS Reports 
• Broad scale

• CMOR Reports 
• Detailed reports w/ pictures
• Sept 1- Oct 8, 2019: 74 

reports 
• Oct 1-8, 2019: 44 reports



2020 – Present: My Involvement with Drought Reporting

• Started in August 2020
• Provide weekly input to USDM
• Includes use of:

• CMOR
• NASS Reports
• CoCoRaHS Reports

• Impact reporting did not really 
increase until 2022
• In part, drought with impacts 

during growing season 2022



Improvement of Drought Reporting in 2022

Jan. 
2022

Aug. 
2022

Jan. / Feb., FSA 
reaches out 
about CMOR 

Flyer, put in all 
county offices

March:
Presentation with FSA 

discussing USDM 
process, DRC process, 
and value of impact 

reporting

March 22nd: 
FSA presence in 

DRC Meeting

April 27th: 
FSA presence in 

DRC Meeting

June 30th: 
FSA presence in 

DRC Meeting

February 1st: 
limited

FSA presence in 
DRC Meeting

July 13th: 
FSA presence in 

DRC Meeting

Early June:
Clemson Extension 
gets involved with 

CMOR tool

June Drought

Mid June:

Presentation with Clemson 
Extension on the USDM 

Process and value of impact 
reporting

Multiple Reports of 
conditions with pictures 

across the state from FSA 

Drop in reports due to 
increased rain, although FSA 
still sends in some info.



Reports during June Drought 
CMOR reports in June (36)
about half were from Clemson Ext.

FSA email Chains (34) 
Calls and emails from Producers (10)

Corn Stress Colleton County (FSA) “soil moisture” Marion County 
(FSA)

“Streamflow” Kershaw County 
(FSA)

Depleted Pond in Edgefield County
(Texts from a producer)

Non-irrigated 
Corn

Richland 
County 

Personal Farm 
visit



Positives in Drought Reporting

• Huge increase in reporting, 
particularly from FSA
• Clemson Extension is becoming 

more involved
• Producers are learning to call our 

office.
• Generally eager to use CMOR tool

• CMOR tool App



Barriers in Drought Planning

• Not reporting early enough

• Not consistently reporting

• Not reporting early enough

• Not reporting when conditions 
improve
• Or no improvement if rain does 

occur

• NASS: removal of county-level 
conditions or reports



Lessons Learned & Future Opportunities

Lessons Learned: 
• Provide context & communication 

on the importance of impact 
reporting
• Provide resources to help reporters
• Always be on the lookout for new 

partnerships for increasing 
reporting 
• 2-way communication

• Availability
• Stay persistent

Future Opportunities:
• Increased cooperation with FSA
• Increased cooperation with SCDA
• Further engagement with Clemson 

Extension
• Bringing SCDNR Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts into drought 
reporting 



Thank you! 

Elliot Wickham 
Work Cell: 803-465-1098

Email: wickhame@dnr.sc.gov


