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Emily Eddins Rountree, PhD, serves as Program Specialist II as part of 
a unique collaborative position between UCAR | CPAESS, NOAA Climate 
Adaptation Partnerships Program, and the Mid-America Regional Council 
in Kansas City. Before this position, Dr. Rountree built a career in community 
engagement and service learning at University of Kansas (KU) and Old 
Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia, where she received several major 
grants to develop community engagement projects that address sea 
level rise, climate change, and conservation, including the ARISE EPSCoR 
project at KU and with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Virginia Sea Grant 
at ODU. Dr. Rountree received her PhD and MS in Human Dimensions of 
Natural Resources from Colorado State University.

Responsible for facilitating the incorporation of relevant research findings 
and analysis into a range of planning, decision-making, and preparedness 
activities in the Kansas City metropolitan area and more broadly across 
the four states of Kansas, Missouri, Iowa and Nebraska, she’ll discuss 
several initiatives she’s developed building on existing structures and 
community-identified needs.
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