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A	  User	  	  
Looking	  for	  a	  support	  group!	  

Helen	  Fairweather	  

Thank	  you	  to	  the	  assistance	  from	  the	  	  
US	  Global	  Climate	  Observing	  System	  Program	  at	  NOAA's	  

National	  Climatic	  Data	  Center	  

A Consultancy at the interface of climate change science and decision making 
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ACRE	  –	  an	  important	  tool	  for	  linking	  
climate	  change	  science	  to	  decisions	  
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Slide	  courtesy	  of	  Bureau	  of	  Meteorology	  and	  
enhanced	  by	  Jeff	  Callaghan	  
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Taking	  a	  Longer	  Term	  View	  
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Apr 1998 

June 1976 

May 96 617mm  

Apr 89 502mm  

Jan 1974 904mm 

Jun 1967 701mm 

Feb 1954 543mm 

Jan 1927 570m 
Feb 1893 1026mm 

Mar 1890 543mm 
Jan 1887 593mm 

Jan 1841  506mm 
Dec 1859  840mm 
Mar 1870  865mm 
Feb 1875 691mm 
Before SOI data 

Accumulated	  SOI	  index	  
La	  Nina	  periods	  rising	  curve	  –	  El	  Nino	  falling	  curve	  

Slide	  courtesy	  of	  Jeff	  Callaghan	  



FAIRWEATHER	  	  
CLIMATE	   Slide	  courtesy	  of	  Jeff	  Callaghan	  



FAIRWEATHER	  	  
CLIMATE	  

*  Need	  to	  visualise	  the	  data	  to	  gauge	  its	  usefulness.	  
*  Provides	  a	  tool	  for	  constructing	  a	  climate	  change	  

projections	  framework	  and	  focussing	  on	  the	  
projections	  that	  are	  important.	  
*  Vote	  1	  for	  vorticity.	  
*  Still	  much	  more	  that	  can	  be	  done	  with	  it.	  
*  High	  overhead	  in	  time	  to	  access	  and	  analyse	  the	  data	  

–	  but	  someone	  has	  to	  do	  it!	  

SUMMARY	  
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Applying	  Climate	  Change	  Projections	  
to	  policy	  development	  
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