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CFSv2 became operational in March 2011. At that time it had been compared only to CFSv1. In August 2011 the NMME for seasonal prediction became a reality, following the operational schedule, albeit in experimental&research mode, a lot quicker than many people had expected. This allows us to compare a single model (CFSv2) to 6 other models (CFSv1, NCAR, GFDL, NASA and two IRI-ECHAM models), all atmosphere-ocean-land coupled models. All models have a 29 year hindcast (generally 1982-2010). The performance comparison will be described. In the context of the NMME CFSv2 appears to be one of the better models, most certainly in terms of the 2m temperature over land and for the global SST. SST in the Nino3.4 region is less outstanding. For precipitation, the most difficult element for all models, CFSv2 is just one of the many poorly performing models in the pack. 

If time allows some comments will also be made about CFSv2’s CMIP runs.
