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 The recent focus on climate prediction strategies to bridge the gap between 2-week deterministic weather forecasts and probabilistic seasonal climate prediction necessitates improved understanding and prediction of intraseasonal climate variability. One such subseasonal climate variability mode offering enhanced prospects for climate prediction is the Madden Julian Oscillation (MJO). MJO influences are many and include impacts on global tropical cyclogenesis, North American and Asian monsoon systems, midlatitude stormtrack variations, and the evolution of El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) variability.

MJO prediction is analyzed in the Climate Forecast System Version 2 (CFSv2) based on the retrospective forecasts for 1999-2010. Skill metrics include the bivariate anomaly correlation and root mean square error (RMSE) of the principal components of the two leading intraseasonal EOF modes. A comprehensive analysis of the CFSv2 prediction skill is highlighted by a stratification of MJO events as a function of initial and target phases, amplitude, propagation speed, and season. Implications for official extended range (i.e., 2-4 weeks) climate prediction will be discussed.

