
Precipitation – things to consider:
• Seasonal accumulation (Excess / Deficit)
• Frequency
• Timeliness

Temperature – things to consider:
• Accumulated heating units
• Heat stress
• Freezes
• Season Length  (time between last spring freeze / first of autumn)

Potentially Damaging Extreme Events:
• Flash Flooding
• Hail 
• High winds
• Lightning (forest fires)
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Weather Events Impacting Agriculture
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USDA Forecasting Activities
(in partnership with NOAA and others)
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Fire Weather (Forest Service) Western Water Supply Forecasting
(Natural Resources Conservation Service)



Monitoring and Assessment
(Domestic and International)
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Monitoring and Assessment
(Domestic and International)
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Outreach
(Conveying Forecasts to the Ag Community)

Freezing conditions: 
• Wheat, horticultural, fruits, perennials most at 

risk based on development (different risk 
temperature at different stages: fruits, wheat)

• Freeze risk management very likely
• Exposed home vegetation need to monitor 

forecasts

Cold, Rain, Winds: 
• Young livestock should be monitored because 

of prolonged cold / wet conditions over the 
next 1-2 weeks

• Snow accumulations could add to risk in Plains, 
northern states


