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Questions 

!  What are the climate/health impacts and concerns 
in Oregon, both current and potential? 

!  What is Oregon’s perspective on health impacts of 
climate change? 

!  Are there any assessment or adaptation efforts or 
plans for Oregon? 

!  What decisions is Oregon facing relating to climate 
and health, and what needs to be done? 



Local Projections for Change 

Down-scaled climate modeling provided by OCCRI 



Health Implications for Oregon 

CDC Climate Impacts Report 

Higher Emissions Scenario 91  
Projected Temperature Change (°F) 
from 1961-1979 Baseline 

Lower Emissions Scenario91  
Projected Temperature Change (°F) 
from 1961-1979 Baseline 

Mid-Century (2040-2059 average)  End-of-Century (2080-2099 average) Mid-Century (2040-2059 average)                End-of-Century (2080-2099 average) 
 



Health Implications for Oregon 

CDC Climate Impacts Report 



Brief history of Oregon PH engagement  
on climate change 

!  2007  
!  Global Warming Commission 
!  OCCRI 

!  2008 
!  Final Report to the Governor 

!  2009 
!  Report to Legislature 

!  2010 
!  Oregon Climate Assessment 

!  Oregon Adaptation Framework 

"  2011 
"  Report to Legislature 

"  CDC investment 

 



Oregon Climate Adaptation Framework 
priority actions related to public health 



County Partners 



Jackson County 



Benton County 

 
 
 

Oregon winter storm: Mother and child die; 17 
rivers at or near flood stage; more rain on the way 
Published: Thursday, January 19, 2012, 6:16 PM     Updated: Thursday, January 19, 2012, 9:29 PM 

 
 

By Helen Jung, The Oregonian 

A tempest that heaped rain on top of melting snow lashed much of western 
Oregon on Thursday. It triggered  floods and landslides, before forcing 
evacuations in one of the state's worst winter storms of the past century.  
 
» Gov. John Kitzhaber declared a state of emergency for four counties.  
 
» Hundreds of residents in Scio, Turner and Mapleton were urged to abandon 
their homes as rising rivers and creeks swamped city streets and flooded front 
lawns. 
 
» A young mother and her 20-month-old baby died when their car was swept into 
an overflowing creek in Albany. 
 
» Flooding hit the Salem-to-Eugene area the hardest, with 17 rivers across the 
region at or near flood stage. At Philomath in Benton County, the Marys River 
reached a record. The rainfall has been dramatic in some regions with 15.5 
inches falling in 48 hours in the tiny Lane County town of Swiss Home. Along 
state highways, the rain wreaked its havoc. 

PHILOMATH, OREGON - JANUARY 19 2012 - Charlotte 
Risland, 44, wades through the water in front of her house 
at the Friendly Y in Philomath. The Marys River hasn't 
flooded up this far in over 20 years but it did this morning. 
Risland put on hip waders and went back to the house to 
get the most valuable stuff first. Roger Spinney, 45, drove 
his truck back so Risland could load more into the back. 
Benjamin Brink/The Oregonian 



Building state public health capacity 



Building state public health capacity 

!  Oregon Public Health Division-wide climate change 
steering committee 
! Mission: Ensure climate change planning, communication & 

response remains top priority within Public Health Division 
!  Receive recommendations and data from working groups 

!  Three working groups 
! Data and surveillance 
! Communication and outreach 
!  Partnership, planning, and sustainability 



Extreme Heat Analysis 



Future work  

!  Determine state and local-level impacts and priorities 
!  State-level Investigations of priority health impacts and 

adaptation strategies 
!  Policy-level work from OHA’s Climate Change Steering 

Committee 
!  Increase monitoring, detection and controls for zoonotic vectors. 

!  Increase surveillance and monitoring for climate-sensitive infectious diseases to humans 

!  Increase outreach and community education about disease and invasive species prevention measures. 

!  New and better means to detect and combat diseases and invasive species. 

 



Thank you! 
Questions? 

www.healthoregon.org/climatechange 

Gail R. Shibley, J.D. - Administrator Environmental Public Health 
gail.r.shibley@state.or.us 971-673-0403 

 


