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About the Private 
W

ells Program
and N

ew
 M

exico W
ell O

w
ners
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Private W
ells in N

ew
 M

exico

Im
portance

•
Land area: 121, 298 square m

iles w
ith 

about 250 square m
iles of surface 

w
ater.

•
20%

 of N
ew

 M
exicans rely on 

unr egulated drinking w
ater sources.

•
For m

any people this is the only option 
f or a w

ater source.  

G
overnm

ent-defined and policies
•

Serves few
er than 25 people or less than 15 households. 

•
W

ater quality not regulated.

3
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N
ew

 M
exico 

Private W
ell 

O
w

ners
All 33 counties

M
ountains, desert, bosque

U
rban, rural, bedroom

 com
m

unities

Range of cultural and econom
ic 

backgrounds

Inherited w
ell over generations

N
ew

 resident of N
M

-never ow
ned a w

ell 
before

Range in perceptions, norm
s, and attitudes 

associated w
ith w

ater quality from
 w

ells. 

T  or  C, NM , R. Galbraith 2017.



•
G

oal: Em
pow

er N
ew

 M
exicans to have 

access to safe drinking w
ater.

•
Helps residents reduce harm

ful exposures 
f rom

 w
ells and other private drinking w

ater 
system

s.

•
O

ne of 19 program
s in the U

S, under the 
C enter’s for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) Safe W

ater for Com
m

unity Health 
(Safe W

ATCH) program
.

https://w
w

w
.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/safe-w

atch/index.htm
l

•
N

ew
 M

exico Departm
ent of Health 

Epidem
iology and Response Division 

Environm
ental Health Epidem

iology Bureau
3/2/2020
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W
ell O

w
ner 

O
utreach

Testing  
Events and 
R

esources

D
ata 

Collection, 
A

nalysis, 
and Sharing

N
ew

 M
exico Private W

ells Program
-Activities

•
M

aking the connection 
betw

een drinking w
ater 

and health.
•

Bringing together w
ater 

quality and health 
partners.

•
Helping w

ell ow
ners be 

the best protectors of 
their w

ater supply! 

Private W
ells 

Program
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Inform
ation for the 

W
ell O

w
ner to 

Take Action
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A partnership w
ith

N
ew

 M
exico 

Environm
ental Public 

H
ealth Tracking 

https://nm
tracking.org

Inform
ation for the W

ell O
w

ner

•
G

eneral W
ell Inform

ation and Resources
•

W
ell O

w
nership

•
M

aintenance/Record Keeping
•

Buying/Selling a Hom
e W

ith a W
ell

•
Septic System

s and W
ells

•
W

ell Identification Tags
•

W
ells and D

rought and D
isasters

•
Testing and Treatm

ent
•

Testing Events

•
Health Inform

ation

•
D

ata
•

Private W
ells Constituent M

aps
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Private W
ell W

ater 
Q

uality in N
M
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Som
e Com

m
on 

Constituents in N
M

 
G

roundw
ater (W

ell W
ater)

W
ater quality can be influenced by:

•
N

atural sources, like bedrock.
•

M
an-m

ade sources, like chem
icals, 

agricultural run-off, or plum
bing fixtures.

•
N

atural disasters, like
fl ooding

and
drought.

Com
m

on constituents in groundw
ater in N

ew
 

M
exico m

ay include:
•

arsenic,uranium
,fluoride, m

anganese, 
selenium

, nitrate, sulfate, and bacteria.
Learn m

ore: 
https://nm

tracking.org/environm
ent/ExposureA-Z.htm

l
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Accessing Private W
ell W

ater Q
uality Data
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https://nm
tracking.org/environm

ent/w
ater/PrivateW

ells.htm
l
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https://nm
tracking.org/environm

ent/w
ater/PrivateW

ells.htm
l“Explore Data”



Preparing W
ell 

O
w

ners for 
Drought
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Private W
ells and Drought

•
Com

m
unity w

ater system
s have 

drought plans and m
anagem

ent 
strategies.
•

Private w
ell ow

ners do not have 
these resources or infrastructure. 

•
W

ells w
hose depth to w

ater is near the 
w

ater table are at increased risk of 
running dry during droughts.
•

During a drought, groundw
ater m

ay 
c ontain higher levels of groundw

ater 
constituents, w

hich m
ay degrade 

w
ater quality. 

3/2/2020
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https://nm
tracking.org/environm

ent/clim
ate/W

ellsDroughtsDiasters.htm
l

https://nm
tracking.org/environm

ent/clim
ate/Drought.htm

l

Sandia Mt. Foothills, R. Galbraith 2017.



16



3/2/2020
17

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

7.0

8.0

9.0

10.0

2015
2016

2017
2018

2019

Percent of W
ater Fair Participants 

Reporting Their W
ell Has Ever Gone Dry

2015-2019

Are N
M

 W
ell O

w
ners Experiencing W

ater O
utages?



Funding Disclaim
er (CDC)

Funding for this presentation w
as m

ade possible (in part) by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. The view

s expressed in w
ritten conference 

m
aterials or publications and by speakers do not necessarily reflect the official 

policies of the Departm
ent of Health and Hum

an Services, nor does the m
ention 

of trade nam
es, com

m
ercial practices, or organizations im

ply endorsem
ent by the 

U.S. G
overnm

ent.
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M
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rose.galbraith@
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.us
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Pecos Wilderness, R. Galbraith 2017.

Thank you! 
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Visit O
ur 

Drinking 
W

ater Toolkit 
to Learn M

ore


