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Independent Research Institute Providing Trusted 
Science 

Global experts
Rigorous science
Policy relevant, but does not take policy positions

Targeted Research and Reanalysis
Over 350 studies on a wide variety of air pollutants air 
pollutants and sources: PM, ozone, air toxics; coal, diesel, 
natural gas, others  

Scientific Review
The Health Effects of Exposure to Traffic
Health Effects of Air Pollution in Asia

Global Health
Targeted studies in 30+ countries
The State of Global Air

About the Health Effects Institute

https://www.healtheffects.org/

https://www.healtheffects.org/


Significant health impacts due 
to air pollution in Africa 

Air pollution is the 3rd largest risk factor 
for disease and death in sub-Saharan Africa, 
surpassed only by malnutrition and unsafe 
water, sanitation and hygiene. 

More than 900,000 deaths in sub-Saharan 
Africa; non-communicable lung and heart 
diseases account for 43% of the total burden 

Children and older adults are particularly 
vulnerable 
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Nevertheless, progress has 
been uneven

Progress on household air pollution, but 
ambient levels are increasing, especially in 
urban areas.  

Countries in Africa experience some of the 
highest exposures to PM2.5 in the world; since 
2010, exposures have increased in some 
countries (e.g., Nigeria).  

Air pollution and energy access are closely 
linked. 
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How do we move forward? 

Uncertainties in both exposure and health 
impact estimates

Evidence on health effects of air pollution; 
linkage with health policies 

Information on sources of air pollution and 
their relative impacts of air pollution
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Generation of new 
evidence; synthesis of 
available evidence 

Identification of key 
research, capacity building 
and policy priorities 

Role for HEI – scoping to 
begin soon
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www.stateofglobalair.org
www.healtheffects.org

@HEISoGA | @HEIresearch

ppant@healtheffects.org 

For more information: https://tinyurl.com/SoGA2020Africa
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